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  PRELUDE              Aria & Trio on Blest Are They    sett. Thomas Keesecker 
                                        The Kingsfold Trumpet             arr. Alfred V. Fedak        
            
  WELCOME             Erin R. Raska 
                   
*GATHERING SONG              Sing a New Song 
  All: Sing a new song unto the Lord;  
  let your song be sung from mountains high. 
  Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing hallelujah! 

 Solo: Shout with gladness! Dance for joy! O come before the Lord.  
  And play for God on glad tambourines, and let your trumpet sound. 

 All: Sing a new song unto the Lord;  
  let your song be sung from mountains high. 
  Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing hallelujah! 

*OPENING PRAYER         Ken Crews
       

*OPENING HYMN   God Is Here! 
God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 
May we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 
Wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 

Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt 
Keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, all we have to give, receive: 
We, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe! 
  

  CALL TO CONFESSION & PRAYER             Ken Crews 

  Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

God, you tell us to cultivate compassion, but too often we hold grudges 
and keep score; sowing seeds of discontent and cruelty. As we walk the 
Lenten way, guide our feet toward a better world and forgive us when we 
lose our way. 
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You tell us to cultivate justice, but too quickly we forget that we belong to 
one another; watering seedlings of discord and division. As we walk the 
Lenten way, guide our hearts toward a better world and forgive us when 
we lose our way.  

You tell us to cultivate peace, but we find stones are too easy to throw; 
reaping a harvest of violence and hatred. As we walk the Lenten way, 
guide our minds toward a better world and forgive us when we lose our 
way. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
By dying, Christ destroyed our death.  
In rising, Christ restores our life; 

In giving us his Spirit, 
He grants us peace. 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

All are invited to greet one another with signs and 
 words of peace:  “The Peace of Christ be with you.” 

During the Passing of the Peace, children 1st-4th grade are invited to join 
 Ms. Cristina for Sunday school. Children will be met by  

Cristina at the back of the sanctuary. 

*RESPONSE                       Christ, Be Our Light 
Solo: Many the gifts, many the people,  
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come. 

All: Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts,  
shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church, gathered today. 
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  SCRIPTURE READING  John 12: 1-8                   Erin R. Raska 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. 
Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary 
took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, 
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of 
the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was 
about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not 
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave 
her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my 
burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have 
me.” 

  ANTHEM                        The Best of Rooms                    Randall Thompson 
Christ, He requires still, wheresoe'er He comes, 
To feed, or lodge, to have the best of rooms. 
Give Him the choice; grant Him the nobler part 
Of all the house: the best of all's the heart. 

  SERMON                  “Cultivating Presence”      Erin R. Raska 
                                      
  SERMON RESPONSE        He Will Hold Me Fast                     Matthew Merker 

When I fear my faith will fail, 
Christ will hold me fast. 
When the tempter would prevail, 
He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold 
Through life's fearful path, 
For my love is often cold; 
He must hold me fast. 

He will hold me fast, 
He will hold me fast, 
For my Savior loves me so, 
He will hold me fast. 

Those He saves are His delight, 
Christ will hold me fast. 
Precious in His holy sight, 
He will hold me fast. 
He'll not let my soul be lost, 



                                            Sundays at GUC  
10:00 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary 

Infant-Kindergarten Sunday School, located in the Nursery, Lower Level 
10:15 a.m. First-Fourth Sunday School, located on Third Fl. North Building  

11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour, located in the Great Hall

His Promises shall last. 
Bought by Him at such a cost, 
He will hold me fast. 

For my life He bled and died; 
Christ will hold me fast. 
Justice has been satisfied; 
He will hold me fast. 
Raised with Him to endless life, 
He will hold me fast. 
Till our faith is turned to sight 
When He comes at last. 

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER      Erin R. Raska 

*CLOSING HYMN         When We Are Living   Hymn No. 822  
   
*BENEDICTION          Erin R. Raska 

*POSTLUDE                  Postlude on Blest Are They    Sett. Thomas Keesecker  
          
* Please rise in body or spirit. 

       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

          Special thanks to all who assisted in  
this morning’s Worship Service: 

Dr. A.J. Keller,  Music Director 
Dr. Hyea Young Cho, Pianist & Organist 
Frank Hudson, Livestream Production 

Rev. Erin R. Raska, Rev. Ken Crews, Worship Leaders 



Welcome to Glencoe Union Church  

We are delighted that you are here and trust you will find yourself at  
home among us, where our mission is to Love God, Love Others and 
Love the World. If you are visiting today, we invite you to fill out a 
Visitor Card found in the pew back and place it in the offering tray at the 
rear of the Sanctuary. To stay up to date on GUC’s news, events  
and opportunities  sign-up for our weekly email by emailing us at, 
office@glencoeunionchurch.org. 

We look forward to meeting you and please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
either of the GUC pastors.  

Rev. Erin Raska, Senior Minister, erin@glencoeunionchurch.org, 847-858-0925  
Rev. Ken Crews, Associate Minister, ken@glencoeunionchurch.org, 773-569-1115 
  

Fellowship Hour 
We believe that our worship extends beyond the Sanctuary and into the 
Great Hall for a time of refreshment and fellowship.  All are invited to 
join us immediately following today’s service.   

You may contribute online to the ongoing ministry of  
Glencoe Union Church by visiting our website, 

(www.glencoeunionchurch.org). 

~Our Coffee Hour host today is the Hoenes Family~  

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Sunday School During Worship 
At GUC, we are passionate about Youth, Children and Family Ministries.  We 
believe that young people play a critical role in the life of this church and have 
much to add to our faith community.  Children are always welcome in worship, 
and they are also invited to join one of our Sunday School classes:	
Parents of small children, infant - kindergarten are welcome to bring their 
child(ren) to the Nursery located on the Lower Level. Ms. Anne and the rest of 
our nursery staff will be ready to welcome your child to an hour of Bible stories, 
free play time, and art making. 	
Children, grades 1 – 4, are invited to begin in worship with their families and 
then, during the passing of the peace, meet Ms. Cristina, at the rear of the 
Sanctuary.  Ms. Cristina will lead children to their classroom, located on the 
Third Floor of the North Building, for a time of Bible stories, conversation, 
activities, and art making.   

mailto:erin@glencoeunionchurch.org
mailto:ken@glencoeunionchurch.org
http://glencoeunionchurch.org


Holy Week at GUC
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 24, 10:00 a.m. 
Join us for Worship, as we remember the day Jesus rode into Jerusalem 
to shouts of praise and joy and the waving of palm branches. We will 
also take a look ahead to the events of Holy Week and reflect on their 
meaning for our lives.  

Maundy Thursday, March 28, 7:00 p.m. 
We will gather for a service of remembrance of the final evening Jesus 
celebrated the Passover meal with his friends. As has become our 
tradition, we will host our friends from St. Paul AME Church. A full 
meal will be shared along with Communion-all in the Cornell Room. 
Meal and worship service will conclude by 8:30 p.m. This is an event for 
the whole family. Sign up during Coffee Hour or call the church office 
847-835-1111 or email Virginia at office@glencoeunionchurch.org.  

Good Friday, March 29, 7:30 p.m. 
Through Scripture, prayer, and songs provided by our section 
leaders, we will commemorate the suffering and death of Jesus. This is 
a meditative and profoundly hopeful service. Together we remember 
why it is we call this Friday “good.”  

Easter Sunrise Service, Sunday, March 31, 6:30 a.m.  
Come celebrate Easter Communion at the rising of the sun at Glencoe 
Beach. We will hear the Easter story and pray-in Easter Day. Warm 
coffee and cocoa and donuts will be served. We will meet at  
Lakefront Park, just south of the tennis courts.   

Easter Sunday Worship March 31, 10:00 a.m. 
This is the most sacred Sunday of the Church year! Together we will 
proclaim in word and song the Resurrection of Jesus and remember 
again what this means for our lives and the world.   



Save the Date: Progressive Dinner, Friday, April 26 
Watch for more details to come. If you are interested in being a  
‘host home’ for the dinner portion, please be in touch with Virginia at  
office@glencoeunionchurch.org. 

This Week at GUC 
Sun, March 17, 11:00 a.m. Children and Youth Lenten Choir, Sanctuary

Sun, March 17, 11:00 a.m. LCN Lunch Packing, Cornell Room

Sun, March 17, 4:00-5:30 p.m PREPARE Youth, Grades 5-7, Youth Room

Wed, March 20, 6-7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship Art Workshop, Cornell Room

Wed, Mar 20, 7:30-9:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal, Cornell Room 

Thurs, March 21, 7:00 p.m. GUC Book Club, Great Hall

Sun, March 24, 10:00 a.m. Palm Sunday

GUC 2024 Survey: Coming Monday, March 18 
We need your insights!   We are looking for new and 
creative ways to connect our GUC community.  A 
congregation engagement survey will be coming to you 
via email Monday morning March 18. It shouldn’t take 
more than 5 minutes and we would be grateful for you 
to complete it right away.  If you’d like to get it done 
today, you can scan the QR code below or visit  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P9X8SPD 

CREATIVITY
CHILDREN & YOUTH LENTEN CHOIR

    Sundays in Lent, 11:00am
    !e Christmas Pageant Choir was such a rousing success that we are bringing it back for the
    season of Lent! On Sundays Feb. 25, March 3, 10 and 17, following worship, all children and
    youth are invited to join A.J. in the Sanctuary to learn and rehearse Easter songs that will then 
    be performed on Sunday, April 7, the "rst Sunday in Easter.

LENTEN WORSHIP ART WORKSHOP
    Wednesdays in Lent, 6pm-7pm
    !e season of Lent invites us to re#ect on Christ’s journey to the cross as we prepare for the 
    glory of Easter Sunday. God has given us many ways to cultivate our faith and worship. Join
    fellow GUC members as we explore our creative side - yes, everyone has one! Together, we will
    work on two main worship art projects - a paper lace  banner with color background and a faux
    stained glass image. No experience needed! ???’s Email Ken at ken@glencoeunionchurch.org

LA CASA NORTE LUNCH MAKING
   MARCH 17, 11:00AM, CORNELL ROOM
   Join GUC for our monthly meal prepartion, as we package 100 lunches for clients of La Casa
   Norte.

  GLENCOE COMMUNITY CARE BAG ASSEMBLY
   FEBRUARY 19, 10:00AM-12:00PM, CORNELL ROOM
   Gather with Glencoe community members as we work together to assemble 200 Community
   Care Bags for those in need arriving in local communities. Wish to fund a bag? Financial
   donations can be made through the Village of Glencoe online portal.
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TASTE
GRAIN, GRAPES AND SCRIPTURE

    MARCH 2, 6:00PM, CORNELL ROOM
    From Manna in the desert to the wine at Cana, come learn how grapes and grain are central to
    Scripture and our faith. Nate Stucky, Ph.d and Director of the Farminary at Princeton Seminary, 
    will guide us through an evening of wine, food and conversation.

BOTANIC GARDEN JOY WALK
    SUNDAY, MARCH 24, PALM SUNDAY, 11:30am
    Meet at the front gate of the Botanic Gardens for a guided prayer walk throughout the beauty 
    of the gardens.

JOY

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P9X8SPD


E A S T E R  F L O W E R  
  D E D I C A T I O N  

If you would like to purchase an Easter flower to 
dedicate to a loved one please fill out this form  
along with payment (kindly use a separate form 
for each dedication). Place in the offering plate,  
or you may pay online in the drop-down menu of  
the “Giving” page on our GUC website, or leave in 
the GUC office. You may also email your dedication  
to  office@glencoeunionchurch.org (no later than 
March 28th).  

Each flower dedication is $25.00.  

Your dedication will be included in our Easter Sunday 
bulletin.  

I would like to purchase a Flower (choose one): 
o In honor of… 
o In memory of… 
o In celebration of… 

_________________________________________________________	
Dedicated to name of person(s) on line above 

_________________________________________________________ 
from name(s) on line above

mailto:office@glencoeunionchurch.org

